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historic nationalities as mere subdivisions characterised by special features that are essentially cultural.    If an analogy with Britain is being drawn in this connection,1 the comparison may be very close in so far as the " major nationality 53 is characterised by a particular way of life, although most Soviet people, including Great-Russian Communists, would fiercely reject a perspective which reduced Ukrainian or Uzbek nationality to a role like that of the Scots or Welsh.    Certainly Russian Communists hope that the definitive economic and social structure of the Union will be determined in its essence by their own outlook, and will have good reason, as that outlook is shared by the economically more developed parts of most other nationalities in the U.S.S.R. But in the cultural field no one hopes that the Russian language and civilisation will be more than one element in a multi-national synthesis.    In all spheres of Soviet cultural life 2 the position of the smallest and formerly the most backward nationalities has improved,  in comparison with pre-revolutionary times,  more rapidly than that of the " historic " nations, and the relative, though not the absolute, progress of the former ruling nation, the Great-Russians, has been the slowest.    This does not mean that the Great-Russians have ceased or intend to cease to be the leading nationality, but it certainly expresses a distinct tendency towards " levelling up " 3 the position of the various nationalities of the former Empire.    The Union's political influence in the West, and even more in the East, depends on its not being merely a Russian achievement.    An essentially Russian state would have no influence in Mongolia and Central Asia, nor would it be especially attractive to the Southern or Western Slavs.4    It could not even defend its present territory against the attractions of external nationalism.    The leaders of the U.S.S.R. have long been conscious of all these facts.5    Hence it would be completely wrong to assume that the enormous power of the Communist Party will ever be exercised so as to destroy national variety and autonomy.
This once granted, the existence of the One-Party system may be an argument against a naive proof of the existence of Soviet federalism on the basis of the Articles of the Constitution, but not against its actual existence. Federalism is merely transferred
1 Nationalism^ pp. 80 and 289.
z For the share of the various nationalities in publications, see R^dblevsky, op. cit., p. 90.
3 Maynard, op. tit., p. 402.                           4 See above, pp, 160-1.
5 Stalin-> op. cit., pp. 232-3.